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SUBJECT: MINBAR STUDY COMMITTEE FORMED 

REF: 75 CAIRO 11827 

1 . WHEN SADAT PUBLICLY CRITICIZED PROLIFERATION OF ASU 
POLITICAL GROUPINGS (MINBARS) IN SPEECH NOVEMBER 20, HE 
SUGGESTED STUDY GROUP BE FORMED TO EXAMINE THE ISSUE (REFTEL). 
IN HIS CAPACITY AS ASU CHAIRMAN, SADAT ISSUED DECREE ON 
JANUARY 26 GIVING NAMES OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS CHARGED TO 
CONSIDER HOW MINBARS SHOULD OPERATE WITHIN ASU FRAMEWORK. 
DECREE STIPULATES PEOPLES ASSEMBLY SPEAKER WILL CHAIR 129- 
MAN COMMITTEE WHICH WILL BE MADE UP AS FOLLOWS: 50 FROM 

AUS CENTRAL COMMITTEE INCLUDING FIRST SECRETARY MAHGUB ; 

50 FROM PARLIAMENTARY BODY (MADE UP OF ASU AND PEOPLES 
ASSEMBLY); 28 INTELLECTUALS INCLUDING RECTORS OF ALL SEVEN 
UNIVERSITIES; 16 FROM PROFESSIONAL SYNDICATES (LAWYERS, 
DOCTORS, ETC.); 16 FROM TRADE UNIONS; ALL 20 MEMBERS OF 
HIGHER PRESS COUNCIL. (SIC - TOTAL IS IN EXCESS OF 129 BUT 
ALL PAPERS GAVE SAME FIGURES.) 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 01204 291555Z 

2. ACCORDING TO OUR CALCULATONS, OF THE 129 MEMBERS, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


62 ARE WORKERS AND FARMERS, TEN ARE COPTS AND NINE ARE 
WOMEN. THERE ARE THREE MUSLIM RELIGIOUS MEN AND THREE 
CHRISTIAN PRIESTS. NEITHER THE PRIMIN NOR ANY PRESENT 
CABINET MEMBERS ARE INCLUDED. AMONG INFLUENTIAL FORMER 
MINISTERS WHOSE NAMES DO APPEAR ARE ABD AL-QADIR HATIM 
AND SALAH GHARIB. NOTABLY MISSING FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
ARE WELL-KNOWN FIGURES WHO ACTUALLY ANNOUNCED THEY WERE 
ESTABLISHING MINBARS. ALSO OMITTED ARE SUCH HIGHLY VISIBLE 
COMMUNISTS AS KHALID MUHI AL-DIN, ALTHOUGH LUTFI AL-KHULI 
IS INCLUDED IN HIS CAPACITY AS EDITOR IN-CHIEF OF THE 
MAGAZINE TALI'A. 

3. COMMENT: ONE OF REASONS WHY SADAT THREW SPANNER INTO 
BURGEONING MINBAR PROPOSAL WAS HIS CONCERN THAT FOUNDERS OF 
MANY MINBARS SEEMED TO CONSIDERTHAT THEY WERE ESTABLISHING 
"PARTIES" WHICH WOULD DISCUSS FORMATION RATHER THAN IMPLEMENTATION 
OF ASU POLICIES. HE WAS CONCERNED, IN PARTICULAR, THAT IT 

WAS ONLY EXTREME LEFT (MUHI AL-DIN) AND EXTREME RIGHT (AZHAR) 
MINBARS WHICH WERE READY TO GO WITH PRE-PACKAGED PLATFORMS. 
VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF LEFTISTS ON NEW COMMITTEE WOULD SEEM TO 
REFLECT THIS CONCERN. THERE ARE SEVERAL NAMES ON LIST OF 
RATHER CONSERVATIVE-MINDED EGYPTIANS, BUT WE ARE UNABLE TO 
IDENTIFY ANY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EXTREME RIGHT. 

4. SIZE OF COMMITTEE IS CLEARLY UNWIELDY AND ONE 

OF ITS MEMBERS HAS ALREADY REMARKED TO US THAT WORKING 
SUBCOMMITTEES WILL OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO BE FORMED. AS YET 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN HAS NOT COMMUNICATED WITH MEMBERS AT 
ALL, BUT WE EXPECT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING WILL OCCUR 
FAIRLY SOON. 
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